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Before Lake View Cemetery was even founded, veterans were fi ghting for our 
freedoms. In 1870, Captain Louis Germaine Deforest, a 31-year-old patriot of the 
Civil War, became the fi rst person to be buried at Lake View.

Since then, 8,000 veterans have been laid to rest throughout our 285 acres, 
and we aspire to honor their memory today, and every day, through special 
programming and services.

Each year, for over 100 years, crowds have gathered on Memorial Day at the 
cemetery’s James A. Garfi eld Memorial to hear musical tributes to the armed 
forces and lay wreaths in honor of fallen heroes. This May, we instituted a new 
program for the holiday weekend, marking each and every grave of our veterans 
with an American fl ag. This gesture symbolizes that we have not forgotten 
their service and sacrifi ce and stands as a humbling reminder to visitors the 
extraordinary number of veterans who rest here.

In 2007, a special Veterans Section (section 59) was dedicated to provide a 
peaceful and distinguished setting for the military funerals of those who served 
and were honorably discharged. As part of Building on a Promise: The Campaign 
for Lake View Cemetery, with the ongoing support from friends like you, plans 
are in the works to enhance this sacred space with a covered committal area and 
the erection of fl ags from each military branch.

We care deeply that Lake View can remain open to all walks of life – because 
of our freedoms. As we continue our work to preserve and protect the historic 
grounds of Lake View, we dedicate this issue of Legacies to the men and women 
who made the ultimate sacrifi ce, preserving and protecting our liberty.

Honored Forever

Katharine Goss, President & CEO
Lake View Cemetery Association

Leah Whidden, Executive Director 
Lake View Cemetery Foundation
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“I have always found Lake View to be 
a great place to “stop by” to visit the 
grave of a best friend or famous person 
or check out the view at the top of a hill. 

I even attended a wedding once in the 
gorgeous Wade Chapel. Mine was a 
passing relationship with this beautiful 
place – until the pandemic enveloped 
our lives. 

This passing relationship with Lake View 
quickly became an embrace as the lock-

# L O V E 4 L A K E V I E W

Thomas Nobbe

“The word cemetery is misleading 
as it relates to Lake View - it is far 
more to so many people. As a 
Cleveland landmark, full of sculpture, 
impeccable landscapes, vibrant 
spring blooms and autumnal foliage, 
Lake View lends itself to a feeling 
of total serenity. Many years before 
my husband Bob passed away, 
and still today, friends and I walk 
through all parts of the cemetery for 
both relaxation and exercise (you 
can’t beat the hill up to the Garfi eld 
Memorial for a cardio burst!). When 
it became clear that Lake View was 
going to become a more personal 
place for me and my family, we 
couldn’t have asked for a better 

Jane Pinkas
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experience. After Bob passed away 
in 2012, Kathy Goss, Russ Smith 
and their staff were wonderful to 
work with on every detail from 
plot selection on through to the 

headstone design. Cleveland is 
so fortunate to have this unique 
gem - a public garden, historical 
park and arboretum - in all of our 
backyards.”

Jane Pinkas and her family L-R Benny Pinkas, Jane Pinkas, Brendan McIntee 
(Lissa’s � ancé), Lissa Pinkas, Robbie Pinkas, Katie Pinkas, Callie Pinkas 

down descended. I am a swimmer and 
I had no pool to ease my stress. Fitness 
centers were closed and I was confi ned 
to working from home. So, several times 
a week, I found myself “power walking” 
for an hour on Lake View’s paths, among 
its gravestones, trees and sloping hills, 
to maintain my physical and mental 
health. What began in spring of 2020, 
continued into summer, then fall, and 
then winter. I witnessed the change of 
seasons and all the evolving sights and 
sounds that arrived with those changes. 

As the swimming pools re-opened and 
other fi tness options became available 
this past spring, I have still sought out 
Lake View’s embrace and continue my 
walks there on a regular basis. Lake View 
is indeed a gem, hidden for some but 
available for all, pandemic or not.”

 I witnessed the change of seasons and 
all the evolving sights and sounds 
that arrived with those changes. 

55

We’ve placed eight “It’s Okay to Hug Me” signs throughout our 285 acres. Can you fi nd 
them all? The next time you are taking a stroll or drive through the cemetery, we invite 
you to strike a pose, snap a photo and share on Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram with 
#love4lakeview and a message encouraging others to hug our trees. The most creative 
post will earn you some Lake View swag!

Hug a Tree and Share Your 
#love4lakeview

Among Lake View’s greatest treasures is our remarkable 

canopy of 10,000 trees. While we always pay reverence to 

these majestic gems, we want you to know it’s OK to show 

our trees some love.

F L O R A  and F A U N A

Wade Scholars from Cleveland’s Wade Park School 
helped us launch our Hug a Tree campaign by joining 

hands around a White Oak.

While celebrating the 225th birthday of our Moses Cleaveland trees, visitors stop to pose and show their love.

Members of our “Whidden Walkers” hiking group want you 
to know its OK to hug our trees.

To help preserve and protect our landscape, please give at www.lakeviewcemetery.com.
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Pitter, being native to Cleveland, 
could fi ll in the blanks for me on local 
history. And Omar just wanted to see 
everything.”

When Pitter passed away in 2019, 
there was no question that her fi nal 
resting place would be at Lake View. 
Pat explored different sites before 
settling on a glass niche at the 
Community Mausoleum. “Several 
years of Pitter’s career were spent as 
a manager of apartment buildings.” 
Pat explains the signifi cance of 
the niche’s location. “She was the 

quintessential landlord, forming long-
term friendships with former tenants. 
I knew she would want a clear view of 
the front door so she could keep an 
eye on who was coming and going 
into the building.”

Pat chuckles at the memory of the 
canine’s moniker. “Yes, she was 
named for the Beatles tune, “he 
confi rms. “Every time the dog heard 
the song she would start howling as if 
singing along.” 

Shortly after Ob-la-di passed on, Pat 
was at a friend’s home who bred Labs, 
and one of the puppies came over 
and untied his shoes. It was love at 
fi rst lace. Pitter wasn’t eager to have 
another dog, but when Pat brought 
him home, she caved. Their new 
housemate was named Omar, after 
Omar Vizquel, the Cleveland Indians’ 
shortstop.

“Pitter and I would walk Omar 
through Lake View on a regular basis.” 
Pat remembers affectionately the 
hours spent discovering the cemetery 
together. “Some of our walks lasted 
several hours. Those times were such 
a pleasant part of our lives, rich with 
conversation. Lake View is a walking 
history of Cleveland. I’m originally 
from Chicago, but having studied 
history at John Carroll University, I 
was interested in the notable names. 

Pat will also have residency here, 
some day. He recently made a 
planned gift to Lake View to ensure 
the stability of his future home. “I’ve 
been to other cemeteries around the 
country and the conditions are pretty 
sad,” Pat shares candidly. “In the 50 
years I have been visiting Lake View it 
has always been beautiful.”

He pauses for a moment of refl ection. 
“I fi nd it comforting to know when I’m 
gone, even if I won’t be aware of it, I 
have helped in some way to preserve 
the beauty of Lake View for future 
generations. Not only for the people 
who rest here but for those who visit.”

Ob la di, Ob la da, Life goes on bra – 
La la how the life goes on. 
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Eternal means perpetual, enduring, and everlasting.  Such is our relationship with friends and 
family who have thoughtfully chosen to remember Lake View Cemetery in their estate planning.  
When you become a member of the Eternal Friends of Lake View Cemetery, your gifts will help 

to ensure that our historic garden cemetery is preserved and protected… for eternity.

For more information, please contact 
Leah Whidden, Executive Director at 

216.453.0958 or lwhidden@lakeviewcemetery.com.

Eternal Friends 
of Lake View Cemetery

Those times were such a 
pleasant part of our lives, 
rich with conversation.

When Pat Holland first 
met his future wife Donna 
Lee, who was known by 
her childhood nickname 
“Pitter”, she owned 
a German Sheppard 
named, Ob-la-di. 

eternaleternalE T E R N A L  F R I E N D S

Patrick J. 
Holland
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Grounds for Honor: 
A Salute to � ose Who Served
Have you ever noticed the blue line painted on the road near Daffodil 
Hill? Following this line, you will eventually come to a four-way stop, 
and there in the distance, our Veterans Section comes into view.

While cemeteries remind us of 
individual loss, standing here among 
the graves of our service men and 
women also reminds us of our 
collective strength. This honored 
ground, is a place for comfort 
and peace, for contemplation and 
healing.

Designating this special area is just 
one of the ways Lake View pays 
tribute to veterans throughout the 
year. With 8,000 veterans buried 
throughout the cemetery, every day 
at Lake View is Veterans Day.

Flags for the Fallen

The rain was relentless and cold, 
hands were red, and papers 
clung together like glue. Despite 
Mother Nature’s attempts to 
thwart the cause, 100 volunteers 
were undeterred as they searched 
for veterans’ graves to place an 
American flag upon in preparation 
for Memorial Day.

Lake View had never attempted a 
project of this magnitude. Placing a 
flag at each of the 8,000 graves over 

a three-day weekend. Organized 
by our summer intern, Quentin 
Kaminski, the volunteers assembled 
for this yeoman’s task consisted 
of individuals, Boy Scouts, Cub 
Scouts, and school groups. Each was 
assigned a section of the cemetery 
and received a map and a box of 
flags. 

Given the weather challenges, 
Quentin was very pleased with the 
success of this first endeavor. Seeing 
this project through from start to 
finish was not only a professional 

9
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achievement but gave Quentin 
satisfaction on a more personal level.

“My great-grandpa and great uncle 
served, and my grandpa served in 
Korea.” Quentin delights in his family 
history. “I was close with those relatives 
and learned so much about their 
military stories over the years. � is 
project made me proud and was the 
least I could do to acknowledge my 
family and other veterans.”

Next May we will again venture to 
place � ags on all veterans’ graves. If 
you would like to volunteer for this 
gratifying event, please let us know at 
volunteer@lakeviewcemetery.com. 

Memorial Day

In 1868, one year before the founding 
of Lake View Cemetery, the � rst 
Memorial Day address (known then 
as Decoration Day) was given at 
Arlington National Cemetery. � e 

speech was delivered by General 
James A. Gar� eld, then a member 
of Congress, and later our 20th 
President. It is � tting then, that every 
Memorial Day since Gar� eld was 
buried at Lake View Cemetery, we 

have observed the holiday on the 
lawn of the building in his honor.

After a modi� ed observance in 
2020, we were thrilled to welcome 
visitors back in person for this year’s 
celebration. Guests once again � lled 
the lawn as the haunting melody of 
taps pierced the silence of the day. 
Boy Scouts raised the � ag for the 
singing of the National Anthem. 
Descendants of President Gar� eld 
were in attendance to assist veterans’ 
groups in placing wreaths at the foot 
of the American � ag. Our Master 
of Ceremonies was Terry Whalen 
from Lincoln Financial Advisors, 
and our Keynote speech came from 
long-time friend of Lake View, Chris 
Ronayne, former President & CEO 
of University Circle Inc.

Saluting Branches

Dedicated to honoring veterans by 
beautifying their � nal resting places, 

help out. Happily, they had faith in 
me, and they agreed to do it!” On 
Wednesday, September 22, 2021, 
representatives from A Cut Above, 
Bartlett Tree Experts, Davey Tree, and 
Western Reserve Land Conservancy, 
arrived bright and early to focus their 
work on Sections 24 and 25. Projects 
included tree removal, structural 
support, and general tree health care.  

Honored Forever 

With Ohio Reserve National 
Cemetery in Rittman, OH being 
the closest cemetery designated 
to Veterans, Lake View saw the 
need to establish a special section 
to thank and support veterans 
who have honorably served. In 
2007, Lake View dedicated our 
Veterans Section and established 
our Honored Forever Program, in 

Saluting Branches consists of tree 
care and landscaping professionals. 
In the past, their work was focused 
exclusively at veterans’ cemeteries, 
but thanks to Chad Clink, Master 
Arborist with Bartlett Tree Experts, 
Lake View became the lucky 
bene� ciary of their services as well. 
“As a former site manager for Western 

Reserve National Cemetery, I had a 
pre-existing relationship with Saluting 
Branches.” Chad reveals how the 
non-pro� t brought their work to 
Lake View. “I shared with them how 
historic Lake View was and that I 
thought they should make time to 

xxx
Lake View saw the need 

to establish a special 
section to thank and 

support veterans who have 
honorably served.

L E G A C I E S

As part of Building 
on a Promise: The 
Campaign for Lake 
View Cemetery, plans 
are in the works to 
make our Veterans 
Section even more 
extraordinary. 

Lake View is preparing 

the addition of several 

features for this 

approximately 2-acre 

section, including:

• Flags representing each 

branch of the military 

Exterior lighting to 

illuminate fl ags and 

create a more striking 

atmosphere

• Benches for families and 

visitors, enabling more 

opportunities for refl ection 

and contemplation while 

visiting the burial site 

• A covered committal 

space for services, 

providing a more 

comfortable setting for 

burials in all weather 

conditions 

Campaign Goals

C O N T I N U E D  O N  P A G E  1 4

� e blue line leads to the Veterans Section.

10
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important that those who reside 
in and around Cleveland have an 
option close to home to lay their 
loved one to rest.” Andrew Bales, 
Vice President of Family Services 
talks about the importance of having 
a section dedicated to veterans.

“Most people know that Lake View 
does an excellent job honoring the 
history of figures known world-wide 
like Rockefeller, President Garfield 
or Eliot Ness. What Lake View 
also excels at is telling the stories 
of people from all walks of life. 
The contributions these veterans 
made or the impact they had on our 
world can’t be found in a simple 
google search. Our interactions with 
families burying a veteran afford us 
the privilege to learn about these 
great men and women first-hand.”

Unlike Arlington and other National 
Veterans Cemeteries, Lake View does 
not receive funding for our Veterans 
Section from the Government. 
Lake View relies on the generosity 
of individuals and friends like you 
to continue to preserve and protect 
this sacred space so that we may 
continue to honor or veterans now 
and for eternity.

Arborists and tree experts from Saluting Branches posed for a photo before beginning their day of volunteer service.

On her one-year anniversary of 
joining the sales team at Lake 
View Cemetery, Alicia Armstrong 
beams as she expresses the great 
enthusiasm and trepidation, she had 
in applying for her job.

“I was in the Air Force for four 
years. I worked in Transportation 
and was deployed to Kuwait for 
Operation Enduring Freedom. When 
I learned of the opening at Lake 
View, I had been working for 5 years 
in an administrative role with the 
Cuyahoga County Sheriff’s Offi ce. 
The early part of the pandemic was 
a crazy time for the jail system, but 
I had already felt that I had reached 
my ceiling in that job and had been 
actively looking for a change. That 
said, I was unsure about leaving and 
knew whatever I chose next had to 
be special.”

I’m the person the calls are routed 
to.” She says with a gratified grin. 
“I consider it a great honor to be 
involved in helping families make 
their arrangements, holding their 
hand and walking them through 
the process.”

Alicia wants to be sure that families 
considering Lake View are aware 
how much the entire staff is going 
to work with them to make their 
experience a positive one.

 Alicia’s voice is soft and comforting 
like a warm hug. “We care greatly 
about the dignity of your loved 
ones, and we understand what you 
are going through in that critical 
time when you come to see us.”

Alicia has already begun 
pre-planning for her own 
accommodations, a long way down 
the road. 

“As an honorably discharged 
Veteran, I am pleased that I will be 
in Lake View’s Veterans Section.” 
She pauses a moment, as her eyes 
begin to well with the slightest 
tears. “More than that though, I 
am proud that Lake View will be 
my fi nal destination, because I’m 
already home.”

Alicia admits that her knowledge of 
Lake View was limited, and that her 
own fi rst impressions turned out to 
be misconceptions.

“I had driven by Lake View but 
had always thought it was only 
for famous people.” She laughs 
a bit as the memory comes to 
her. “I didn’t even know you were 
allowed inside! I couldn’t believe 
the history that was here this whole 
time and I felt kind of cheated that 
I didn’t know sooner.”

One year later she has been 
promoted to Interment Manager 
and has just as much reverence for 
her new position as she did for her 
former one.

“As Director of First Impressions, 
I used to route the calls, and now, 

“I consider it a great 
honor to be involved in 
helping families make 
their arrangements, 

holding their hand and 
walking them through 

the process.”

T E A M  T R I B U T E

Alicia Armstrong, Interment Manager

“When I read the description for my initial job here, Director of First 
Impressions, it was the first time in my life where I thought, they are 
speaking about me!”

Alicia Armstrong
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which honorably discharged veterans 
can receive a free burial space and 
marker. These offerings have a value 
of $995. If a veteran’s needs require 
space that can accommodate family 
members or they just prefer to be 
elsewhere in the cemetery, Lake 
View will discount their chosen 
space with that same $995. 

If you are interested in our Honored 
Forever Program, please contact 
Andrew Bales, Vice President of 
Family Services, 216.421.2665 / 
info@lakeviewcemetery.com 

Join Us with Your Support

As one of Cleveland’s oldest 
cultural institutions, Lake View 
has a responsibility to preserve 
and interpret the history that 
is represented within our gates. 
Improvements to the Veterans 
Section will provide new 
opportunities for Lake View to 
honor our history and the stories of 
the men and woman whose sacrifices 
allow us to celebrate our freedoms. 

“Having a dedicated section at 
Lake View to honor veterans is the 
least we can do, and I think it’s so 

We invite you to join us in our 
ongoing e� orts to salute our 

veterans, today and every day. 
Please consider making a gift 

in honor or in memory of your 
personal heroes. 

Leave your indelible mark 
on history.

If you would like more 
information on supporting 

our Veterans Section, or would 
like to hear about our naming 

opportunities, please contact our 
Foundation Team to start the 

conversation.

Leah Whidden
Executive Director 

216.453.0958 
lwhidden@lakeviewcemetery.com 

Greta Rothman
Director of Development

216.453.0990 
grothman@lakeviewcemetery.com



On Thursday, June 10, 2021, 
members of our 1869 Leadership 
Society (membership is based 
on cumulative gifts of $1,500 or 
more, made during each fi scal 
year – Nov 1 – Oct 31) were invited 
to a special evening celebrating 
the re-opening of Wade Memorial 
Chapel, and the release of the 
book The Wade Chapel, A Story of 
Art, Spirit and Family.

Wayne Bifano, author of the book, 
and his wife Martha, both Wade 

Guests of honor, Wayne & Martha 
Bifano, with Leah Whidden, 
Executive Director, Lake View 
Cemetery Foundation

L E G A C I E S14

A B O V E  and B E Y O N D
A special concert was held on 
Friday, July 16, 2021 at the home 
of our gracious hosts Kathy & 
Dennis Barrie. Guests enjoyed hors 
d’oeuvres and a glass of wine before 
taking their seats for the evening’s 
program. A string quartet from The 
Cleveland Orchestra delighted our 
ears with musical selections that 
have strong ties to Cleveland. We 
look forward to working with The 
Cleveland Orchestra to bring more 
events to Lake View in the future.

Photographer Michael Weil speaks to guests 
in the Community Mausoleum

Lake View Cemetery was pleased 
to welcome back photographer 
Michael Weil, who in August 
2019, created the “Moonlight 
in the Gates” exhibit still visible 
throughout the cemetery.

Guests gathered in the Community 
Mausoleum for cocktails and dinner, 
followed by Michael’s presentation 
and Q&A. Michael shared what 
inspired the project, his approach 
to the work, and the stories the 
cemetery tells through the eye of 
the camera by the light of the full 
moon. The rainstorm of the day 
broke just in time for Michael to lead 
a tour to a few of the spots in the 
cemetery where his photographs are 
on display. 

Cocktails with a View 

Summer Serenade 

A candle is lit in memory of a loved one and 
as a symbol of hope for the year ahead.

Soothing violins welcomed friends 
and families on Friday, May 14, 2021 
as they gathered at the banks of 
the pond at Wade Memorial Chapel 
for a celebration of refl ection and 
renewal. Guests sat on the benches 
along the June Louise Memorial 
Walkway, as Reverend Judith Brown 
Bryan shared comforting words 
of hope and each guest received 
a candle to light in memory of 
a loved one. Greta Rothman, 
Director of Development shared a 
poem entitled “The Four Candles” 
representing Hope, Faith, Love and 
Peace. Those in attendance were 
encouraged to scribe any burdens 
they wanted to relinquish from the 
past year on to a piece of paper 

Hope. Spring. Eternal.

which was placed in a burning bowl. 
Leah Whidden, Executive Director, 
launched a ceremonial Lotus candle 
into the pond. When the time came 
for guests to depart, they were 
invited to take with them the light 
that had burned in their candles and 
use it to be ambassadors of hope 
out in the world.

Musicians from � e Cleveland Orchestra 
(L-R), Isabel Trautwein, Yun-Ting Lee, Dane 
Johansen, and Eliesha Nelson

Memorial Chapel Guides, regaled 
the guests with their experiences 
interacting with visitors, and the 
legacy of the historic building.

Wayne recalls in the book’s 
preface the moment the seed was 
planted for the book’s creation. 
“Is all of this information written 
somewhere, Wayne?” That was the 
fi rst question Irene Briedis asked 
on that warm September afternoon 
in 2016. I had just taken Irene, 
her husband John, and brother 
Walter Sedgwick on a private tour 
of the Chapel, which was named 

for Irene and Walter’s great-
great-great-grandfather. 
My response, “No, it is 
not.” Irene countered with, 
“Consider doing so.”

Meet the Author 
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Private Kelley was honorably discharged 
in 1945, and his military training set the 
stage for the man and businessman he 
would become. “My father never went to 
college, so the military taught him how 
to be a man,” Michael speaks of his father 
with reverence. “Traveling around the 

world at such a young age, and witnessing 
what he did, his service gave him a life-
long guide of what to do every day; to 
always do the right thing.”

If you have a veteran 
in your family, 
particularly one who 
served during war 
time, it is likely you 
have not heard them 
speak much about 
their service.
Perhaps it is because the memories 
are too horri� c or in some cases too 
di�  cult to revisit. How can civilians 
ever truly understand what happened 
“over there” or what happened to the 
psyche of our loved ones?

Michael Kelley sits among the 
photographs and medals that exemplify 

his father Garen Kelley’s war experience.  
Among these prestigious decorations are 
a Bronze Star with Valor and two Purple 
Hearts. Bronze Stars are for meritorious 
service in the line of � re, putting 
themselves at great risk of being killed, 
and “with valor” means he should have 
been killed. Purple Hearts are awarded in 
the name of the President of the United 
States to those wounded or killed while 
serving. “My father served from 1941 to 
1945,” Michael conveys. “He was shot 
twice, once while in Tinian in 1944 and 
once while in Okinawa in 1945. He had 
shrapnel in his back his whole life.” 

Michael recalls the one story his father 
did share about surviving his years in the 
2nd Marine Division. “He was on the 
upper deck of the hospital ship where 
there was one wounded soldier after 
another. � e priest and the doctor came 
around checking each man to see if any 
men were worth medical attention. 
When they got to my father the doctor 
said, “Forget about this one – he’s too far 
gone.” But as they started to walk away, 
my father grabbed the priest on the wrist! 
Because he did that, they knew he had the 
strength to receive care.”

And do the right thing he did. Garen 
went on to work in West Virginia 
as a construction foreman and then 
an iron-worker for Hunkin-Conkey 
Construction Company before being 
transferred to Cleveland. Here, he was a 
steel superintendent, overseeing all jobs 
throughout Cleveland and Pennsylvania 
that involved steel erection, machinery 
setting and heavy rigging. With this 
knowledge, Garen founded Kelley Steel 
Erectors, Inc. when he was 36 years 
old. His � rst job was a McDonald’s 
restaurant on Warrensville Center 
Road, and for 25 years, he built every 
Powerhouse along Lake Erie and along 
the Ohio River. Today, Kelley’s work is 
visible throughout Cleveland including 
the Cleveland State University Library 
Tower, the IMG Building and the 
46-story BP Building in Public Square.    

Before Garen passed away in 2008, father 
and son had the opportunity to work 
together on another unique project. 
� e Kelley family monument in Lake 
View Cemetery. On a cold winter’s day 
in 1996, Garen, Michael, and members 
of Kelley Steel erected the beautiful 
obelisk that looms majestically inside the 

May� eld Gates at the start of Section 10. 
Given what Garen and his family did to 
build the city of Cleveland, it is � tting 
that their � nal resting place should be in 
the company of John L. Severance and 
John D Rockefeller.

A man of deep faith, Garen was also a 
life-long supporter of Catholic Charities, 
the Legionnaires of Christ and Passionist 
Missions, the American Red Cross, as 
well as other pinnacles of Cleveland like 
the Cleveland Museum of Art and the 
Western Reserve Historical Society to 
name a few.

In 1981, Garen’s generosity was rewarded 
when he received the honor of being 
inducted by Terence Cardinal Cooke 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York 
City as a Knight of the Sovereign 
Military Hospitaller Order of St. John of 
Jerusalem of Rhodes and of Malta, a lay 
Catholic religious order established in the 
11th century.

Sixty-two years later, Kelley Steel forges 
on with Michael now at the helm. “My 
father was a great example for me of 
hard work and pride in your work,” 
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Michael’s voice softens as he re� ects on 
the family business. “When you’re raised 
risking your life every day walking iron 
and climbing columns with all these 
tough guys, you grow up with a di� erent 
mind-set.” He takes a pause, looking at 
his father’s medals once again. “My father 
was very proud to be a Marine, and I’m 
very proud to be an iron-worker; - and 
carrying on all of the family businesses.” 

Garen N. KelleyGaren N. Kelley

Veteran of  Valor

Garen Kelley wears his Knight robe 
embroidered with a white Maltese cross.

Private Garen N. Kelley

Kelley’s family monument in Section 10
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P A T R O N  P R O F I L E

“I’m not sure what ignited the initial 
spark and interest. Something just 
clicked and I realized that if you want to 
understand where you are and the history 
of who came before us, you should visit 
a cemetery. Cemeteries tell the stories of 
whatever region you’re in.”

When Julie goes on vacations with her 
family, it is now a tradition to visit the 
cemetery in that area. As for her visits to 
Lake View, her experience and the evoked 
emotions are subject to change each time 
which adds to the appeal.

“I love the di� erent viewpoints and angles 
you can discover depending on the time of 
day, the season, and where you are walking 
on the hilly terrain.” 

For Julie Rehm, these words encapsulate the majesty of Lake 
View and contribute to her general love for all cemeteries.

Julie appreciates that as a cemetery, Lake 
View is anything but somber. “� ere is so 
much life here! Between burials and events 
and visitors. � e idea that Lake View can 
be active and yet so serene makes it very 
special and precious to me and to all who 
visit.” 

Julie joined the Lake View Cemetery 
Foundation Board of Directors four years 
ago. She brings with her a zest for learning, 
a drive to make a di� erence, and a career 
path with as many turns as Lake View’s 
winding pathways.
“I chose to get my Ph.D. in Chemistry 
simply because it was hard, and I like 
math,” she says with a bit of a laugh. “I 
wanted to prove to myself that I could 
do it.” In time, being in the lab grew stale 

and Julie yearned for a broader view 
of science and how it related to the 
public. Upon graduation, she learned 
that congressional fellowships in DC 

were coming available. Members of 
Congress were hiring scientists to aid 
them in translating scienti� c topics to 
the public domain. � is sparked an 
interest in Government relations. “My 
� rst job in Cleveland was working 
for NASA Glenn Research Center. 
I lobbied members of Congress to 
secure additional dollars to support 
the Center. And we had a lot of 
success!” she says with pride. She then 
parlayed these skills into fundraising 
for other organizations such as the 
Cleveland Clinic, Case Western 
Reserve University, and now as 
Vice President of Advancement and 
Executive Director of � e Cleveland 
State University Foundation.� e 
spirit and joy that Julie brings to her 

Julie M. Rehm, Ph.D.

History. Beauty. Sacred.

19

Julie M. Rehm, Ph.D., 
Lake View Cemetery Foundation Board of Directors

professional life is precisely the kind 
of energy Lake View craves in our 
volunteer Boards. 

“Whatever Lake View deploys me to 
do, I am happy to do!” Julie o� ers 
with eager enthusiasm. “I’m an 
extrovert. Meeting someone for lunch, 
making calls, or hosting an event. 
Give me that kind of work!” Julie 
takes a moment to acknowledge her 
excitement for things to come.

“From the spirited and clever 
marketing to the thoughtful work of 
the sta� , Lake View will forever be 
relevant since it will last in perpetuity, 
and I’m happy to do whatever I can to 
be a part of it.” 

“I love the different 
viewpoints and angles 

you can discover 
depending on the time 
of day, the season, and 
where you are walking 
on the hilly terrain.” 
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a newfound wonderment for all that 
Lake View has to offer. And in the 
process of teaching others, Mary 
learned some lessons about herself.

“I learned to be fl exible and I 
learned how to manage multiple 
projects while protecting my 
personal time as well. I also learned 
how to do so many things I had 
never done before! It has been a 
privilege to introduce thousands 
of people to the wonders of Lake 
View!”

This enthusiasm for her work spilled 
over to her docents and guides.

“Mary is so happy and hard-
working!” Ginny Petrie, a guide at 
The James A. Garfi eld Memorial 
delights in saluting Mary’s work. 
“She would never have asked of me 
anything she would not be willing to 
do herself.”  

Our staff, volunteers, and 
community members have greatly 
benefi ted from Mary’s passion for 
Lake View’s history and her desire 
to proudly share our stories with 
everyone who visits. On behalf of 
everyone at Lake View Cemetery 
and the community we serve, we 
wish Mary the best in the next 
chapter of her story. 

contributions she made to our 
programming,” says Katharine 
Goss, President & CEO of Lake 
View Cemetery Association. Mary 
wore many hats since she began 
her tenure in 1996. The leader 
of countless programs, media 
spokesperson, creator of our early 
newsletters, organizer for our rich 
palette of Walks, Talks &Tours, and 
the supervisor and trainer for our 
docents and guides.
Mary took great joy in all of our 
tours but especially those designed 
for school children. She took great 
pride in making young visitors to 
Lake View, many of whom had never 
been to a cemetery before, feel 
comfortable with their surroundings.

 Mary recalls one memory during 
a school fi eld trip. “There was a 
teacher that asked me to discuss 
the thoughts on walking on people’s 
graves. I explained that I believed 
what made these people special 
was not in the ground, but what had 
been in their hearts and minds.”

This type of reverence for those laid 
to rest at Lake View is just one of the 
qualities that made Mary so perfect 
for her role as a representative of 
the cemetery. For over 25 years, 
those who found themselves inside 
our gates were made to feel at 
home by Mary and walked away with 

In the case of Mary Krohmer, Lake 
View Cemetery’s former Director of 
Community Outreach, these words 
and many more were top of mind for 
those who worked with her during her 
25 years.

“You could see how much she loved 
her job and the cemetery itself.” Piero 
Capichioni, a guide for the James A. 
Garfi eld Memorial, refl ects on his time 
with Mary. “She always had a smile for 
everyone and showed great kindness 
to those she worked with and for. She 
will be greatly missed.”

“For a place like Lake View that 
celebrates history and those who 
paved the way for others, it is fi tting 
for us to recognize Mary’s breadth 
of institutional knowledge and the 

Gracious, professional, kind, and a wealth of 
knowledge. When the time comes for us to retire, we 
can only hope that these are some of the adjectives 
our co-workers or employees would bestow upon us. 

Mary Krohmer 
Retired Director of Community Outreach

T E A M  T R I B U T E
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Christopher Bazzoli is an Emergency Physician with the Cleveland Clinic with 
specialties in Emergency Medicine and Flight & Wilderness Medicine. Like many 
of us, during last year’s shutdown, Christopher was taking stock of the things 
that mattered most and deciding how best to show his support to organizations 
that had a meaningful effect on his life. During his med school years at Case, 
Christopher would run or walk through Lake View and use it - as he puts it - as 
a sanctuary. He moved out of state for a time but has returned to Cleveland to 
practice medicine at the Cleveland Clinic. He wrote the poem below to show his 
#love4lakeview in the most beautiful way:

Christopher Bazzoli

P A T R O N  P R O F I L E

B Y  C H R I S T O P E R  B A Z Z O L I

the din of city tra�  c, a heavy freighter headed West, melt away 
the beeps and whirs and commotion of another day in the emergency department soften -
           to the pit-pat-pit-pat-pit-pat of my running shoes

passing through the northen gate, the walls begin to shoulder some of this weight -
            let my psyche relax, make room for the quieter conversations…
                         between the leaves and grass, stones and water, heaven and earth, heart and mind

a large hawk cries out, patrolling her airspace 
oak leaves slowly waft in the animated suspension of the pressure changing before a summer storm 
bees hum outside the chapel, feasting drunkenly on lavender
          in short time the trees will explode into color 
          then the stillness of winter snows will come 
          at last, spring’s glory and life will emerge once again

this place, a Sanctuary – a reverent reminder and connection to the lives before us,
                                                                                      the lives around us 
                                                                        the life within us 
                                                           and that which will follow

what we choose to nurture, those acts which we practice, will live and grow: our communities, our 
better natures, our families, our Sanctuaries
                without intention, even the most beautiful gardens wither

so in a time rife with distraction and roiling with division, support the things that truly bring value and hope 
and peace to your life 

perhaps one of the best classrooms to connect with our own humanity is led by our predecessors –
              laid to rest here
                           with a View of the Lake

Christopher Bazzoli
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Mary Krohmer poses in front 
of Wade Memorial Chapel

“It has been a 
privilege to introduce 
thousands of people to 
the wonders of Lake 

View!”
–  M A R Y  K R O H M E R



From rags-to-riches billionaire Al Lerner, to inventors and innovators like 
Garrett Morgan, Lake View Cemetery is the fi nal resting place of countless 
individuals who have left an indelible mark on Cleveland’s history. The stories 
of these individuals are multi-faceted, and their triumphs and challenges 
hold valuable lessons for Cleveland’s entrepreneurs of today and tomorrow. 

With the support of The Burton D. Morgan 
Foundation, Lake View Cemetery is delighted 
to announce the launch of “Entrepreneurs 
of Cleveland”, the fi rst of many self-guided 
tours. This engaging approach to sharing 
Cleveland’s entrepreneurial heritage is 
available in web browsers on your mobile 
device or desktop computer. 

Support for this annual 5K run and 2 mile walk allows 

us to continue to enhance and sustain our healing 

and historic landscape and to create educational 

programming for the entire community to enjoy!

The overall winner for the 5K was a law student from 

Case Western Reserve, Thaddeus Cwiklinski, coming in 

at 18 minutes and 30 seconds. “I didn’t know that Lake 

View Cemetery hosted 

a race until about two 

days ago when I noticed 

a banner by the Mayfi eld 

Gate,” Thaddeus said as 

he drank a well-deserved 

water and wiped his brow. 

“I’ve lived in Little Italy 

for about a year since I 

began attending law school 

here in Cleveland, and Lake View Cemetery has been 

one of my favorite places to run to de-stress and get 

out into nature. The course was both familiar and fun 

and running up a giant hill (twice!) added a little extra 

challenge!”

The day was for all ages, for the young and the young 

of heart. A pair of four-year-olds brought energy to the 

2-Mile walk, and a fi ve-year-old darted through the fi nish 

line for the 5K.

Congratulations to Lake 
View’s own President & 
CEO, Katharine Goss, for 
being recognized as one of 
Crain’s Cleveland Business’ 
2021 Women of Note. 

This award honors women “whose 
dedication and achievements enrich 
Northeast Ohio, its institutions and its 
people.”

According to Crain’s, this year’s 
class of honorees are particularly 
noteworthy. “In the shadow of an 
unprecedented pandemic, the 2021 
Women of Note have shown even 
more passion and dedication in a vast 
array of fi elds.” 

A panel of Crains’ editors selected 
this year’s recipients from a rich pool 
of nominees who were recognized in 
a virtual celebration on Wednesday, 
July 21, 2021.

Woman of Note Celebrating our Entrepreneurial Spirits
History Repeats Itself
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Katharine A. Goss, President & CEO, 
Lake View Cemetery Association

News

Since the inception of Run Through History in 2008, 

we have enjoyed the partnership of many returning 

sponsors. We would like to give a special thanks to our 

friends at KeyBank for their lead sponsorship of the race 

and for all the services they have provided to Lake View 

for over 25 years. KeyBank provides solutions ranging 

from checking and savings accounts, customized loans, 

to pension investment and payment services.  

“Our focus as a partner is to continuously bring 

innovative ideas and solutions to Lake View Cemetery,” 

says Sandra Kubit, Senior Institutional Advisor, Vice 

President. “It’s rewarding to serve such an historic 

institution and their dynamic team!”

If your organization is interested in sponsoring next 

year’s event, please contact Greta Rothman, Director 

of Development at 216.453.0990 or 

grothman@lakeviewcemetery.com

2021 Run Through History Sponsors

Making Your Gift to Lake View
� ere are many options available to show your support.

A N N U A L  F U N D  &  C A P I TA L  F U N D  G I F T S

Visit lakeviewcemetery.com for gifts by credit card. Work with our 

team to make gifts of appreciated securities. Make checks payable 

to: Lake View Cemetery Foundation, 12316 Euclid Ave., Cleveland, 

OH 44106

E T E R N A L  F R I E N D S  O F  L A K E  V I E W  C E M E T E R Y 

Please consider joining our planned giving society by remembering 

Lake View Cemetery through your estate planning. 

C O R P O R AT E  G I F T S  Ask your employer about their matching gift 

programs and encourage them to become a sponsor for our special 

events.

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N ,  C O N TA C T

Leah Whidden, Executive Director at 216.453.0958

Greta Rothman, Director of Development at 216.453.0990

W W W.  L A K E V I E W C E M E T E R Y. C O M  / T O U R S

� addeus Cwiklinski, 
Overall 5K winner

As the sun came up on a beautiful Sunday, September 26, 2021, the excitement was 
palpable as Lake View Cemetery welcomed 250 participants for the return of Run 
Through History, our largest fundraising event. 

Racers Ready!  Participants in the 5K take their positions at the starting line. 

Start exploring here:



12316 Euclid Ave. 
Cleveland, OH 44106

Monumental 
Markers

� e stunning bronze Perkins 
monument stands in section 10. 
Careful inspection of the � gure’s 
feet reveals an inscription made 
by the sculptor, dated 1891. 
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