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We are excited to embark on a new strategic plan for Lake View Cemetery 
that will position us for continued success through the next 150 years.  

As a leader in our industry, Lake View Cemetery has been here, ready to 
serve our clients, families, and visitors with innovation, creativity, and a high 
level of personalization. 

Our refreshed website and other digital channels will not only serve as 
communication tools, but they will offer the opportunity for people to view 
our products and services online before they make a purchase.  Our hope is 
that this added touch will prepare our customers to be informed buyers prior 
to meeting with a Lake View Memorial Advisor.

Cremation trends are on the rise and Lake View is prepared to guide families 
through their options such as our beautiful glass-front niches, benches and 
boulders, and other uniquely personal ways to memorialize a loved one.

With the support of our dedicated Board of Directors and the close 
partnership with our motivated Foundation team, Lake View is ready to chart 
our path forward.

We look forward to seeing you soon and working with you as we plan the 
next chapter of Lake View Cemetery.

Thank you,

The Next 150: Planning for Perpetuity 

Katharine Goss, President & CEO
Lake View Cemetery Association

Leah Whidden, Executive Director 
Lake View Cemetery Foundation

Please help us ensure the future of Lake View Cemetery. Gifts can be made 

using the enclosed envelope or by giving online at LakeViewCemetery.com.
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“Visiting Lake View Cemetery, really a park within the city, is a remarkable 
experience, especially as the seasons change. I’m often there to visit my wife 
Judith in section 45. So many other friends are there too. Once a week my 

medical activities take me to the Louis Stokes VA, at University Circle. On my 
way home I will take extra time, enter the cemetery at the Euclid gate, visit my 
wife’s grave, and slowly drive to the Mayfield gate all the while enjoying the 
cemetery’s majestic presence.
 

In some ways, I think that we are all 
busier than normal as the pandemic 
has frequently made simple tasks 
complex. Computer screen time 
has increased for most of us like a 
tsunami. I find Lake View a good 
place to just “take a break” and enjoy 
quiet reflection. In inclement weather 
I remain in my car and drive at my 
leisure, visiting my favorite cemetery 
landmarks.

If you visit often enough, you get to know the grounds well: you notice a tree 
that came down during a storm or a new nearby gravesite. At this time each 
year, the infallible harbinger of Spring appears: the landscape crew is hard at 
work clearing paths, removing gravesite debris, and repairing winter damage. 
Something special is about to happen.

I’m so fortunate to have my own reserved space near my wife in section 45 
and very close to Daffodil Hill. At this time in my life, I am totally content to 
be a Lake View visitor. It is good to know, however, that when I finally arrive for 
the “long stay” my family will surely be cheered by the cemetery’s enduring 
and, at times, spectacular beauty.”

# L O V E 4 L A K E V I E W
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Daniel Tilles Wiedenthal MD

“We frequently bring out-of-town 
guests to Lake View because it is so 
beautiful and tranquil and so steeped 
in Cleveland history. We love the 
diversity in the landscape and the 
ever-changing offerings: from various 
walking or trolly history tours to art 
installations, to music events. Not long 
ago we enjoyed a Tree Talk by the 
resident horticulturist. 

We are so thankful that Lake View 
provides a docent within Wade 
Chapel (opening soon) to enhance 
one’s appreciation of that building.

We had the choice from many lovely 
locations but are particularly pleased 
with the plot we identified overlooking 
Daffodil Hill. The plot will be prepaid, 
so our children won’t have to worry 

about that aspect of end of life.

We so appreciate Lake View’s 
founders for their dedication in 
establishing such an exceptional 
space.”

Christy & Chuck 
Bittenbender

Would you like to share your #Love4LakeView? Tell us why Lake View Cemetery is special to you. 
Send your story to grothman@lakeviewcemetery.com.

At this time in my life, I am totally content 
to be a Lake View visitor.
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Eternal means perpetual, enduring, and everlasting.  Such is our relationship with friends and 
family who have thoughtfully chosen to remember Lake View Cemetery in their estate planning.  
When you become a member of the Eternal Friends of Lake View Cemetery, your gifts will help 

to ensure that our historic garden cemetery is preserved and protected… for eternity.

For more information, please contact 
Leah Whidden, Executive Director at 

216.453.0958 or lwhidden@lakeviewcemetery.com.

Eternal Friends 
of Lake View Cemetery
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 Planning for Perpetuity: 
Meeting Today’s Trends 

and Beyond 



C O V E R  S T O R Y

A memorial advisor meets via Zoom with a family who had a recent 
death.  A couple takes a tour of the grounds to find the perfect spot 
for their final resting place. 

Family members make plans to 
have a funeral later in the year 
when their family can travel again 
and gather safely.  Burial traditions 
and trends are changing, and this 
year, unforeseen circumstances and 
challenges, have impacted the death 
care industry. Lake View Cemetery 
has met the challenges head-on and 
is well-positioned to be top of mind 
for people when considering their 
final arrangements.

National Trends

Throughout the country, burial 
trends have been evolving for the 
last few decades. Nationally, the 
cremation rate was 3.56% in 1960, 
and was 53% in 2018 (Cremation 
Association of North America), 
and is projected to be over 63% by 
2025, with casket burials accounting 
for 31% of all burials (National 
Funeral Directors Association).  

Furthermore, Ohio ranks 4th in the 
top 10 states for growth by numbers 
of cremation. 

Why the rise in cremation services? 
A few factors are impacting the 
increase. First, families tend to live 
further away from each other today. 
Cremation allows families time to 
plan, make travel arrangements, 

7
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On the banks of  Wade 
Chapel Pond, the June-
Louise Memorial Walkway 
was designed for above-
ground cremation options, 
including benches, 
monuments, or boulders.

“Our team will do whatever it takes to make sure that 
families have the service they deserve.”

P L A N N I N G  F O R  P E R P E T U I T Y

L E G A C I E S

–  K A T H Y  G O S S ,  P R E S I D E N T  &  C E O



99

and choose a date for the burial 
that works for the entire family. 
Some religions have relaxed 
their guidelines on cremation.  
Additionally, cremation provides 
families flexibility and options 
beyond traditional burial, including 
unique ways to memorialize 
loved ones. 

While there is an increase in 
demand for cremation services 
across the country and here at Lake 
View, we are prepared and still serve 
many traditional casket burials. 
“Lake View has always adapted to 
changing trends, demographics, and 
business practices,” shares Lake View 
Cemetery Association President and 
CEO, Kathy Goss. “But two key 
things have not changed. We are 
open and have always been open 
to all walks of life, and our team 

will do whatever it takes to make 
sure that families have the service 
they deserve.” For example, it is not 
uncommon at Lake View to have 
one person cremated and the spouse 
in a casket interment. 

Looking Ahead: What is Next for 
Perpetual Care Cemeteries?

Lake View is a perpetual care 
cemetery. What does that mean?  
When an individual or family 
purchases a space, Lake View 
commits to taking care of that space 
in perpetuity.  The family can rest 
easy knowing that their space will 
be taken care of forever.  “This is 
what makes this industry especially 
unique. We need to think 100 years 
at a time while keeping up with 
the speed of business today,” shares 
Kathy Goss. “Other companies have 

optimized the internet as a powerful 
tool, making purchasing easier 
for their customers.  Lake View is 
working to adapt our technology 
to ensure families receive the 
same convenience.” 

To that end, our refreshed website 
at lakeviewcemetery.com will allow 
individuals and families the ability 
to search for available space from 
anywhere in the world, view an 
extensive photo gallery, and connect 
to memorial advisors from the 
comfort of their own home, or on 
our grounds. 

Lake View has a history of keeping 
up with industry trends, while also 
responding to consumers’ needs, 
whatever they may be. With the 
increased demand for cremation, 
Lake View already has a wide variety

The Nature Trail is nestled beneath the trees, overlooking a stream which is an ideal option for those looking for a peaceful connection to nature. 
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of options. “We work with families 
based on their wishes, traditions, 
budget, and ideas,” says Kathy Goss. 
“Whether it is a traditional burial 
on our grounds or a glass niche in 
our community mausoleum, we will 
make it work.” 

When it comes to any type of burial, 
pre-planning offers many benefits. 
Families, couples, and individuals 
who choose to pre-plan can benefit 
from special pricing, favorable 
payment plans interest-free, and 
most of all, peace of mind.  Families 
choosing to pre-plan have the 
opportunity to purchase the exact 
location of their space, a casket or 
urn, a headstone, monument, or 
another memorial.  Planning eases 
the burden from family members 
and takes the guesswork out of what 
someone may or may not want for 
their final wishes. Memorial advisors 
are available to discuss pre-planning 
options online or socially distanced 
in our offices. 

Some of the options that are meeting 
the needs of shifting trends and 
interest include: 

Cremation Gardens

On the banks of Wade Chapel 
Pond, the June-Louise Memorial 
Walkway was designed for above-
ground cremation options, 
including benches, monuments, or 
boulders. New to the walkway is a 
columbarium overlooking the pond.  
Additionally, the Nature Trail is 
nestled beneath the trees, overlooking 
a stream which is an ideal option 
for those looking for a peaceful 
connection to nature. 
Finally, Reflection Pointe offers a 
spectacular view from the top of 
Daffodil Hill using natural boulders 
for memorialization. 
 
Glass Front or Granite Niches

One of our most popular choices is 
glass-front niches in the Community 
Mausoleum. These beautifully 
illuminated spaces provide the 
opportunity to create a custom, 
personalized memorial tribute for 
your loved one. The location in the 
Community Mausoleum allows for 
year-round, temperature-controlled 
visitation. Granite niches in the 

Garden Crypt buildings outdoors can 
be an affordable and elegant place 
of inurnment. 

Ground Burial of Cremated 
Remains

We have special sections in the 
cemetery specifically designated 
for cremated remains; however, all 
of the options available for casket 
burials will accommodate the burial 
of cremated remains. In fact, with 
the purchase of a second right of 
interment, we can place cremated 
remains on top of burials. This means 
an older family lot may still have 
availability for cremation burial.

65 Acres Left for Burials

While trends and interests may 
change, one thing is certain. Lake 
View Cemetery has been here 
for over 150 years, and we have 
undeveloped space for the next 100 
years. No matter if we are keeping up 
with the industry trends, or setting 
the trends,  we are proud to be a 
destination for you and your family 
in perpetuity. 

All of the options available for casket burials will accommodate the burial of cremated remains.



Does your family have space 
at Lake View?

Call us to do a record review, where 
we can discuss the details of the lot, 

answer questions and determine 
available space.

Call (216) 421-2665



L E G A C I E S

Cleaveland
12



1313

Now an Arborist Representative for Bartlett Tree 
Experts, Chad takes the joy and reverence he 
experienced during that inaugural climb and uses it to 
care for many species of trees and most importantly, 
educate others on how best to look after them as well.

Lake View Cemetery is fortunate to have someone like 
Chad overseeing our vast and historic tree canopy, 
particularly, our seven Moses Cleaveland trees, which 
would have been standing when Moses Cleaveland 
discovered the city that came to bear his name. 
This year marks the 225th anniversary of that fateful 
milestone, and this seemed like the perfect opportunity 
to tap into Chad’s knowledge and passion.

“Moses Cleaveland trees are a venerable specimen 
and really the crown jewel of the region.” He shares 
with excitement. “Lake View has five species; 
American Beech, Tuliptree, White Oak, Sycamore, 
& Red Oak. It is very unusual to have seven trees in 
such a small radius. This is a testament to the unique 
oasis of Lake View which allows these trees to grow 
undisturbed, and to the staff of Lake View for caring 
for them so diligently.” Of course, Chad and his team 
at Bartlett do their part to ensure the safety and 
longevity of the trees with pruning, cabling, and most 
recently, lightening protection.

In 1946, Arthur B. Williams, a Museum educator, and 
a naturalist with the Cleveland Metroparks, formed a 
committee to identify these notable trees and mark 
them so the public could acknowledge and appreciate 
them. Verifying these trees around the region is an 
ongoing process, but Lake View is proud to have ours 
tallied for our community to enjoy.

These majestic wonders are not only elegant to 
behold, but as Chad explains, there are numerous 
environmental benefits to their presence in our 
cemetery. “They improve the air quality by removing 
ozone and reducing carbon. They absorb stormwater 

Moses Cleaveland Trees Revisited

from running into the lake and the community drainage 
systems. They provide shelter and food for wildlife, and 
there are even studies showing the positive effects on 
our mental health from sharing space with these trees.”

Our Moses Cleaveland trees greatly contribute to the 
well-being of the entire community, not just those 
visiting the cemetery. As we prepare to celebrate their 
225 years, what better way to honor these historic 
landmarks than to lead by example and acknowledge 
our responsibility to continue to protect them. 

“Lake View is a horticultural mecca, and the tree 
canopy is the backbone.” Chad declares with pride. 
“Unlike commercial or residential areas that are 
subject to change, rural cemeteries provide a green 
space that is protected forever. When the community 
contributes funds to preserve these trees, they are 
securing a cultural legacy and some of the most 
important infrastructure for the greater Cleveland area, 
now and in perpetuity.”

On July 22, 2021, Lake View will have a small birthday 
party for our Moses Cleaveland trees. If you are visiting 
the cemetery at that time, take a moment to sing happy 
birthday to them as you pass by! 
 

For more information on how you can help to preserve 
and protect our trees, please contact Greta Rothman, 
Director of Development at 216.453.0990 / grothman@
lakeviewcemetery.com

When Chad Clink was studying Arboriculture at Kent State University, he 

climbed a tree for the first time in his life. As he ascended the 80 ft tall white 

oak, he was so invigorated that something just clicked. “I want to do THIS!” 

F L O R A  and F A U N A

 Chad Clink (third from the left) and other members of Bartlett Tree 
Experts pose with a Moses Cleaveland Tree at Lake View Cemetery.Cleaveland
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Lake View Cemetery Association 
Board Director Howard Steindler, 
has held a tender bond with the 
cemetery since he was a 16-year-old.

“My visits to Lake View began when 
my parents brought me to visit the 
gravesite of my maternal grandmother, 
Amanda Walker Rosenberg, my only 
close relative buried at Lake View. I 
was only two when she passed away, 
so I never really knew her.” Howard 
chokes up a bit as his story unfolds. 
“This may sound goofy or irrational, 
but I feel a special need to “visit” my 
grandmother as often as once a month 

While speaking with our supporters about their relationship to Lake View 
Cemetery, it is heartwarming to see the visceral, sentimental response 
these conversations bring forth.

as I don’t like the idea of her being 
here by herself.”

These time-honored outings have led 
to a unique closeness and a special 
interest in Lake View Cemetery, so 
when he was approached to serve on 
the Lake View Cemetery Association 
Board of Directors in 2017, Howard 
was honored to oblige.

“To be honest about it, Lake View 
continues to have an emotional 
impact on me. I drive through often, 
at all seasons of the year. Whether it 
is the rebirth of the grounds each 

L E G A C I E S14

Howard A. Steindler 

A Lifelong Closeness to Lake View

patron
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spring with the magnificence of 
the return of the daffodils, the 
change of colors in the fall or the 
untouched snow of the winter, it’s 
just so gorgeous and special.”

Since joining the Association Board, 
Howard has seen the care and 
attention that has been directed to 
the James A. Garfield Memorial 
and the pond area surrounding 
Wade Memorial Chapel. “I’m 
very proud of the renovations and 
enhancements to these areas. I 
know there is still much work to be 
done, and I look forward to 
the continued progress.”

Buildings and gravesites aside, 
Howard shares openly how his life 
continues to be enriched by Lake 
View. “It may sound odd to say that a 
cemetery can enhance and add beauty 
and meaning to your life. Almost 
an oxymoron, I guess. But that best 
describes so much of my relationship 
with Lake View. It’s a place where I 
can relate to a loved one who I never 
had the opportunity to know, take 
the time to engage in “unhurried 
thought” in a setting that lends itself 
to contemplative thinking and, at 
the same time, enjoy, appreciate 
and be surrounded by the quiet and 
magnificent beauty of nature.” 

15



To continue to ensure the viability of our cemetery, now and for eternity, 

Lake View Cemetery Foundation invites you to join our capital campaign – 

Building on a Promise: Campaign for Lake View Cemetery.

Building on a Promise is one of Lake View’s most significant undertakings to date. While 

early gifts have provided a strong foundation for the campaign’s success, we now turn 

to you – our friends and supporters – to help us continue this important work.

Lake View Cemetery is here to serve all of us, from all walks 
of life. As the world around us changes, there is a sense of 
comfort in knowing that Lake View Cemetery endures.

Please call us to begin the conversation on how you can help to leave your 

indelible mark on history. 

Contact Leah Whidden, Executive Director at 216.453.0958 

or lwhidden@lakeviewcemetery.com

L E G A C I E S16



With over 285 breathtaking acres, Lake View Cemetery 
may have the spot that is perfect for you. Lake View is 

open for all walks of life. 

T H E R E ’ S  A  P L A C E  for  Y O U  A T  L A K E  V I E W

Visit LakeViewCemetery.com for more information.

17

Put the past behind you - our 5k run and 2-mile walk 

returns! Take a run or a stroll through our picturesque 

grounds, with its challenging hills and winding roads.  

Would you like to run/walk in memory of a loved one? 

Set up a team! All who participate in the day’s events will 

receive a commemorative T-shirt.  

Registration begins in June.  

Please visit lakeviewcemetery.com/RunThroughHistory  

For more information please contact:

Kim Bihler, Director of Donor Services   

kbihler@lakeviewcemetery.com / 216.453.0954

Corporate Sponsorship opportunities are available. 
Funds raised for this event support Lake View Cemetery.

Run Through History

17

Sunday, September 26, 2021

S A V E  T H E  D A T E !  

17



For some residents of Malachi 
House, a home for the terminally ill 
with limited or no financial resources 
in need of special home care, a 
funeral and burial may be out of 
reach.  A serendipitous meeting 
between Kathy Goss, Lake View 
Cemetery Association President and 
CEO, and John Sullivan, a board 
member for Malachi House, opened 
the door to a partnership between 
the two organizations. 

Malachi House wanted to address 
this need and find a peaceful final 
resting place for its residents. 
Kathy knew she could help: 

C O M M U N I T Y  P A R T N E R S

In Cleveland, you never know who you may meet, and how that meeting can lead 
to an important partnership. 

A Match Made in Perpetuity:
Lake View Cemetery & Malachi House

John Sullivan and Andrew Bales. 

L E G A C I E S18
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Lake View has the space to meet 
this special need, and “it fits our 
commitment to being open to all 
walks of life,” Kathy shares.  

After a tour of the grounds, a tucked-
away location in Section 13 was 
chosen for its quiet, calm, and serene 
surroundings, providing a place to 
visit, memorialize and celebrate the 
lives of Malachi House residents. 
“Being able to serve Malachi House 
residents and have their final resting 
place at the historic and beautiful 
Lake View Cemetery is a testament 
to our mission to serve those in 
need who are terminally 
ill.” says  Judy 
Ghazoul Hilow, 
Executive Director 
of Malachi House. 
“We are proud 
to collaborate 
with our board 
member John 
Sullivan, and 

the amazing leaders at Lake View, 
to memorialize our residents 
with dignity.”

The crypt will include ample room 
for cremated remains, and each 
individual will be recorded at Lake 
View so visitors and families can 
easily search for loved ones. “This is 
an exciting and unique partnership 
for Lake View,” says Andrew Bales, 
Director of Family Services. “Malachi 
House does such important work, 
and we are honored that we can 
provide a dignified final resting 
place for their residents.”  

19





patronP A T R O N  P R O F I L E
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“My grandfather Benjamin Fiery, 
was the younger cousin of Newton 
D. Baker, Cleveland’s 37th Mayor.” 
Rick, who is enthralled by history, 
proudly regales his notable past. 
“When Baker was serving as 
Secretary of War under President 
Woodrow Wilson, he enlisted 
my grandfather as his personal 
secretary. He took my grandfather 
under his wing, putting him through 
flight training school in France, and 
then Harvard Law School.”

When Benjamin graduated from 
Harvard, Newton Baker had just 
finished serving as Mayor of 
Cleveland and was starting the law 
firm, BakerHostetler. Enamored 
by his cousin, Benjamin moved to 
Cleveland and joined Baker as a 
partner in his new endeavor.

“My grandfather truly idolized 
Baker. They not only lived a few 
blocks apart in Shaker Heights but 

when my grandfather bought his 
family plot at Lake View in Section 
31, he chose the location because 

it was close to Baker who rests in 
Section 30. Whenever I come to 
Lake View now, I pay a visit to my 
family and I stop to pay my respects 
to Baker as well!”

When Rick was approached to 
join the Lake View Cemetery 
Association Board of Directors, 
he felt his love for history as well 
as his background as a leader in 
independent school education 
would be a perfect fit. There are 
many aspects of the cemetery’s 
mission and programming that he 
hopes to be involved with as 
he serves.

“Since joining the Board, I’m 
particularly interested in focusing 
on governance and institutional 
advancement,” Rick says of the 
skills he brings to the table. “I 
also love the commitment Lake 
View has to its tree canopy and 
I am fascinated by Lake View’s 
recent inclusion in the National 
Underground Railroad Network to 
Freedom! I think this distinction 
will make way to some wonderful 
programming and connections 
to the community!” 

Richard C. Bryan 

A Storied Connection

Rick Bryan has been serving on the Lake View Cemetery Association Board of 
Directors for just over a year, but his storied connection to Lake View reaches back to 
his grandparents and a former Cleveland Mayor.

There are many aspects 
of the cemetery’s mission 

and programming 
that Rick hopes to be 

involved with as 
he serves.

P A T R O N  P R O F I L E



The thrill of exploration struck Kevin 
McNallie when he was just five 
years old. “I have a vivid memory of 
an abandoned garden behind our 
house” Kevin recollects with a twinkle 
in his eye. “I was fascinated by this 
unattended space and I spent a lot 
of time alone there.  My family never 
tended to it but that was part of its 
charm.  I loved it just the way it was!” 
This secret garden fostered Kevin’s 
appreciation for flowers and trees 
and he was eventually granted 
his Bachelor of Science degree in 
horticulture from SUNY, Empire 
State College. 

After thirty-two years with New York 
State Parks, Kevin is entering his third 
month as the Horticulturist for Lake 
View.  An engaging smile emerges 
when he speaks of the boundless and 
exciting work this job will entail. 

“In New York, I was working 
exclusively with native plants,” 
Kevin explains. “It has been 
exciting to come to Lake View and 
see the vast diversity of plants and 
shrubs here. I am thrilled with the 
prospect of working with so many 
ornamentals again!”

With 285 acres of landscape to 
attend to, Kevin has many exciting 
projects on the horizon.  “Currently I 
am doing a lot of design work which 
was an unexpected surprise!” Kevin 

Planting with a Passion: 

Kevin McNallie, Horticulturist 

says with a lilt in his voice.  “Families 
have made requests for how they 
want the area around their loved 
ones’ lot to look and be maintained, 
and I am working to fulfill these 
images with plants and shrubs that 
can be easily maintained.”

As Kevin looks to the adventures 
ahead, his deep passion for 
horticulture is at the forefront.  
“I’ve always had a love for the 
environment in general, and I am 
gratified to know that I can make a 
difference by working outdoors and 
working with plants.”

Kevin hopes others will understand 
how fortunate they are to have Lake 
View’s tree canopy right here in their 
back yard.

“Lake View’s trees are not just 
a benefit for those who visit the 
cemetery. An urban tree canopy such 
as ours is a huge asset to the health of 
the entire community!”

Kevin McNallie is a true asset to Lake 
View Cemetery.  We are so thankful he 
joined our team, and we look forward 
to the contributions his knowledge and 
expertise will bring to our gardens. 

L E G A C I E S22

“For a plant enthusiast, Lake View Cemetery is an extraordinary place to be! Each day 
brings so many wonderful discoveries!”

T E A M  T R I B U T E

Lake View Cemetery Horticulturist Kevin McNallie



did you know?

There are many theories as to why stones on graves 
have become a tradition. “You know the saying, two 
Jews three opinions.” Rabbi Joshua Caruso jokes 
with a smile. As a leader of Anshe Chesed Fairmount 
Temple in Beachwood, Ohio, the oldest existing 
Jewish congregation in the Cleveland area, Rabbi 
Caruso is certainly one member of the community 
whose opinion is held in high regard.

The idea may have originated from placing stones 
as an alter to God and as time went on became a 
tribute to people we love. As people began to have 
headstones as markers for graves, leaving smaller 
stones or pebbles became a residual tradition.

There is also a superstitious rationale that stones 
keep the soul down. There is the belief that the soul 
of our loved one continues to dwell for a while in the 
graves in which they are placed. The stones secure 
these souls from moving on too soon.

Rabbi Caruso’s warm and calming voice offers a 
more conventional justification. “Jewish mourning 
rights are very much focused on the psychology 

of closure. Placing pebbles or stones on a grave, 
even though the larger headstone has already 
been placed, gives the mourner the opportunity to 
participate in the permanency of the burial. The act 
of placing the stone is a reminder of one chapter 
ending and another beginning.”

Though Jews will also be seen placing flowers at 
gravesites, Rabbi Caruso illustrates why stones 
remain a preferred form of tribute. “Flowers 
eventually wither and die. A stone, pebble, or 
rock, much like the memory of our loved one, is 
everlasting.”

Regardless of which origin story you subscribe to, 
if you are visiting a cemetery and see stones on 
someone’s grave, it symbolizes that someone has 
been visiting that gravesite recently and that the 
deceased has not been forgotten. 

When presiding over a funeral service, Rabbi 
Caruso never advises that the leaving of stones be 
mandatory, but he does encourage the practice. 

“I always tell families that I feel this is not only an 
important part of the mourning process but a lovely 
way to involve children. Placing stones is a sensory 
memory for them. It not only serves their closure 
but serves to continue this beautiful tradition 
through the next generation.” 

Stones on Graves: A Rabbi’s Response
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In the final 
emotional scene of 
the movie Schindler’s 
List, Holocaust 
survivors file by 
the grave of Oskar 
Schindler and with 
solemn ceremony, 
place stones on the 

grave. Though Hollywood may have 
popularized this profound custom, its 
origins go back thousands of years.

Rabbi Joshua L. Caruso, 
Anshe Chesed 
Fairmount Temple

Stones left on a headstone at Lake View Cemetery
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Monumental 
Markers

The Lerner mausoleum 
is situated on a lot that 
was chosen for its view of 
downtown Cleveland.


