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The State of 
Lake View at 150
As Lake View looks to its future, the commitment to the 
original vision of the founders remains paramount.  page 6



We are about to enter our second year of the sesquicentennial 
celebration at Lake View Cemetery. It has been a year of celebration, 
reflection, and preparation for the future. In addition to the over 
650 burials that take place every year, and the dozens of tours, 
programs, and school groups who visit every year, we hosted special 
events tied to our 150th anniversary to introduce and educate the 
community about this historic place.

One of the key components of our sustainability was the creation of 
the Lake View Cemetery Foundation in 1984. Founded to raise the 
funds necessary to maintain, preserve, and enhance the historical, 
architectural and horticultural aspects of the Lake View Cemetery, 
the Foundation also provides educational and cultural outreach 
programs to the general public.

Since the Foundation was established, we have been able to make 
significant improvements to our infrastructure and the Garfield 
Memorial; provide ongoing maintenance of our horticulture; and 
support our efforts to engage visitors and our community in this 
civic treasure. All this is done in concert with the daily business of 
providing cemetery services and offering a welcoming environment 
to grieving families. The Association and the Foundation work in 
partnership to ensure our grounds remain a place for all walks of life.

Throughout this issue of Legacies, we look back on those 150 years 
—the key figures that have helped lead us through the years, the 
fascinating story behind the Garfield Memorial, and look forward as 
we steward the vision of our founders.

We will keep you posted about our upcoming events, be they 
concerts, the restoration of the Garfield Memorial, special tours, and 
programs of interest to you as a much appreciated friend of Lake 
View Cemetery.

Thank you for your commitment to Lake View Cemetery.

A Partnership Worth Celebrating

Katharine Goss, President & CEO
Lake View Cemetery Association

Leah Whidden, Executive Director 
Lake View Cemetery Foundation
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Each year Lake View welcomes thousands of visitors through our gates. 
Some come to explore, to learn, or to simply enjoy our expansive 
grounds. Others come for events, tours, concerts, and programs as well 
as funeral services and visiting loved ones. All of this occurs as we bury 
over 650 individuals, support bereaved families, and provide the peaceful 
space to honor their loved ones.

We are celebrating our 150th anniversary over a 2-year period. Why? 
Because, while we were founded and created in 1869, we did not 
perform the fi rst burial until 1870, so we felt both milestones were worth 
commemorating. With 2019 being the fi rst year of our 150th anniversary 
celebration, we promoted our mission to be a place for the living for all 
walks of life. Our walks, talks, tours, and community outreach programs 
are core to our mission.

News

We are grateful for the generosity of 
our friends and donors that support 
our community outreach e� orts 
through the Lake View Cemetery 
Foundation. Please look for a 
special mailing this winter that will 
include the full donor listing.
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In 2019 we:

· Introduced over 30,000 
visitors and tour groups to 
the Garfi eld Memorial and 
Wade Chapel

· Opened the outdoor 
photo exhibit “Moonlight 
in the Gates” by local 
photographer and artist 
Michael Weil.

· Hosted 17 Sunday trolley 
tours and 20 specialty tours, 
most of which were sold out

· Welcomed over 250 school 
and civic groups

· Commemorated Memorial 
Day with our annual program 
which had 500 individuals 
from our community attend

· Enjoyed the diverse 
music of six band concerts 
with an estimated nearly 
2,000 attendees

· Educated over 1,000 
students from the “Every 
Kid in the Park” program 
in partnership with the 
James A. Garfi eld National 
Historic Site.

· Led tours of hundreds 
of cruise ship visitors to 
Wade Chapel



The second line parade is a 
funerary mainstay everyone 
should have stipulated in their 
wills, because if “you’re gonna 
go out, go out with a party”.

In this New Orleans, African 
American funeral tradition, a 
brass band plays a mournful 
dirge while following the 
casket and leading mourners 

to the cemetery. After the 
burial, the band plays upbeat 
jazz in a celebration of the 
dearly departed’s life on Earth. 
Somewhere along the way, 
people fi gured out that this 
musical party was so much fun 
that it became a part of nearly 
every celebration.

This bayou-rifi c blast with the 
Karamu House’s inaugural 
Second Line Parade and Sneaker 
Ball took place on August 3, 
2019 at Lake View Cemetery 
in celebration of the theater’s 
glorious past, dynamic present 
and exciting future.

In case you missed it

What Will Your Legacy Be?

The Lake View 
Cemetery Foundation 
Welcomes Leah 
Whidden

A planned gift (or bequest) can provide the resources necessary for us to 
fl ourish in the next 150 years – to protect and enhance the historic and 
cultural treasure that is Lake View Cemetery. To learn more about how 
you can help to protect our beautiful 285 acre campus for generations to 
come, and leave an important legacy,  please contact Leah Whidden at 
216.453.0979 or lwhidden@lakeviewcemetery.com.

Second Line Parade 
and Sneaker Ball

In May, the Lake View Cemetery 
Foundation welcomed Leah Whidden 
as its Executive Director. Prior to 
joining the Foundation, Leah served 
as Director of Leadership Giving for 
the Conservancy for Cuyahoga Valley 
National Park, where she enhanced 
their major gifts program. Before her 

tenure at the Conservancy, she served as Vice President at the Western Reserve 
Land Conservancy, and as Director of Development at Hillcrest Hospital. Her 
professional career began as Executive Assistant to Mayor George Voinovich.

In Leah’s new role, she is responsible for fundraising efforts for capital projects, 
annual fund, and the endowment. In addition to her professional pursuits, Leah 
also serves on the board of the Gates Mills Land Conservancy and has been a 
member of the Shaker Lakes Garden Club for the last 32 years.
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Th e State of 
Lake View at 150
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C O V E R  S T O R Y
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Their vision was bold: create a 
peaceful, beautiful final resting 
place that would also serve as a 
space for the living to enjoy. It was 
1869, their vision came to fruition, 
and still rings true 150 years later.

Lake View is both an arboretum, 
boasting some of the oldest 

native and exotic trees in the area 
complemented by a stunning 
array of shrubs and flowering 
plants, and an outdoor museum 
of modern and Victorian funerary 
sculpture. Everyday Lake View 
welcomes families visiting their 
loved ones and locals and tourists 
exploring Cleveland’s history 

throughout the grounds. Walkers 
and joggers rack up miles as they 
take advantage of the winding 
roads and hilly terrain. School 
groups come in by the busload 
to learn about great civic, social, 
and cultural leaders, including 
President James A. Garfield, John 
D. Rockefeller, and Congressman 

When the founding trustees of the Lake View Cemetery Association 
stood on 285 acres in the countryside of Cleveland, they knew they had 
found the tranquil setting for what would become Lake View Cemetery.



for future burials. The stunning 
four-season landscape, maintained 
by a dedicated grounds crew that 
ensures the grounds look their 
best and is always accessible to 
thousands of visitors every day, 
365 days a year. In order to ensure 
Lake View can grow well into the 
next 150 years, there is a need to 
invest in the infrastructure of Lake 
View, with caring for the grounds, 
and continuing the restoration of 
the Garfield Memorial as the most 
pressing needs.

The President 
James A. Garfield Memorial

Investing in the next phase of 
the Garfield Memorial restoration 
project will return the splendor 
of the original structure, uphold 
the unique architectural features 
and protect and preserve 

Louis Stokes. Two structures 
in particular have become 
destinations unto themselves: 
the James A. Garfield Memorial 
built in 1889, and Wade Memorial 
Chapel (featuring one of the few 
extant interiors totally designed by 
Louis Comfort Tiffany). Each year 
more than 100,000 people explore 
the grounds and visit these 
community treasures on their own, 
or as guests on one of dozens of 
tours and educational events.

115 years after the founding 
of Lake View, trustees of the 
Association recognized the ever 
growing need for philanthropy 
to support the infrastructure and 
public spaces for which they have 
become known. In 1984, the 
Lake View Cemetery Foundation 
was established to do just that: 
maintain, preserve, and enhance 
the historically significant buildings 
and monuments, horticulture, 
botanical gardens and landscape 
of Lake View Cemetery.

The long, hallowed history of 
Lake View is its foremost strength; 
however, it is also at the heart of 
its challenges. There are 65 acres, 
approximately 100 years’ worth 
of land that remains undeveloped 

the Memorial’s legacy, while 
simultaneously enhancing the 
visitor experience and contributing 
to Cleveland’s civic capital. The 
restoration is currently underway 
and will: 

· Patch, tuckpoint and clean the 
exterior in a manner consistent 
with the highest standards in 
historic preservation

· Protect the roof and tower 
from continued rain and 
snowmelt deterioration

· Upgrade the stained glass 
and windows while maintaining 
historic integrity

· Ensure the long-term stability 
for the next 150 years

In addition to the significant 
work of restoring the Garfield 
Memorial, the care and 
stewardship of Lake View’s historic 
grounds is a priority. We are 
dedicated to the commitment to 
the vision created by Lake View’s 
founders: to remain a sanctuary 
from ever-developing Cleveland 

T H E  S T A T E  O F  L A K E  V I E W  A T  1 5 0

C O N T I N U E D  O N  P A G E  1 0
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Each year more than 100,000 people explore the grounds 
and visit these community treasures on their own, or as 
guests on one of dozens of tours and educational events.
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and enjoy moments of peace, 
reflection, and reverence among 
the rolling hills, vast gardens and 
trees, ponds, streams, and wildlife. 
This includes preserving the trees 
of Lake View, improving the water 
infrastructure, and upgrading the 
Veteran’s Section.

Preserving Lake View’s Trees

Lake View is home to more than 
10,000 trees, many of which are 
more than 100 years old. A 2016 
study by Davey Resource revealed 
the immediate need for tree 
pruning, deep root fertilization, 
tree removal, and the planting 
of new trees. Caring for these 
magnificent trees will nurture the 
continued beauty of Lake View’s 
historic grounds to the enjoyment 
and safety of visitors.

Improving Water Infrastructure

The pond behind Wade Chapel 
offers a serene walking path, 
benches for refl ection and is the 
fi nal resting place for a number of 
Cleveland luminaries. The pond’s 
natural habitat is in desperate 
need of stabilization to return its 
natural beauty and by investing 
in infrastructure will preserve the 
integrity of the gravesites and 
enhance overall effi ciency.

Upgrading the Veteran’s Section

Founded 10 years ago, Lake View 
provides a dedicated section for 
veterans and offer military funerals 
for honorably discharged service 
men and women. To honor their 
incredible sacrifice, Lake View 
is planning on enhancing this 

cherished area of the Cemetery 
with five flags, representing each 
branch of the military, benches, 
and a covered committal area.

As Lake View looks to its future, 
the commitment to the original 
vision of the founders remains 
paramount. With an eye on the 
future, Lake View will continue 
to be a place for remembrance 
and funeral services, celebrations, 
tours, education, and sacred 
moments. For 150 years, Lake 
View has been a caring steward of 
its grounds, and with philanthropic 
support, a landscape with historic 
value will be secured for future 
generations. Additional investment 
will also serve the neighboring 
community and attract other 
positive investments, sparking 
further vitality for the region. 

T H E  S T A T E  O F  L A K E  V I E W  A T  1 5 0
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Lake View is home to more than 10,000 trees, many of 
which are more than 100 years old.
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Trustee, Patron, Steward of Lake View Cemetery
Alexander S. Taylor:

The Lake View Cemetery Association is a nonprofit, 
private cemetery, but it is not a charitable 
organization. Leaders and supporters of Lake View 
recognized that in order to meet the needs of an 
aging, historic cemetery that spans 285 acres, a 
tax-exempt philanthropic organization, a 501(c)3 
was necessary. So when the Lake View Cemetery 
Foundation was established, Alex Taylor was one 
of the original trustees. Today, nearly 40 years later, 
Alex Taylor remains a trustee and leader on the 
Foundation board.

“Alex has served on both the Association and 
Foundation boards, and because he has served 
so long, he has a lot of institutional knowledge 
and is so willing to share his wisdom with both our 
boards,“ shares Mary Krohmer, Lake View Cemetery 
Director of Community Outreach. “He is generous, 
supportive, and always has a smile on his face.”

13
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With over 285 breathtaking acres, Lake 
View Cemetery may have the spot that 
is perfect for you. Lake View is open 

for all walks of life. 

For more information visit
LakeViewCemetery.com.

Alex’s commitment to philanthropy in the Greater 
Cleveland area is signifi cant. In addition to serving 
on the Lake View Cemetery boards, he has served 
long tenures on the boards of numerous high-profi le 
nonprofi ts such as the Cleveland Sight Center.

“Lake View had always been known to us, as we have 
family here,” remembers Alex. “When I got involved in 
1984, the Foundation was created to help fi nance the 
renovations to the Garfi eld Memorial. We were one of 
the fi rst cemeteries to have a foundation. I have been a 
part of it ever since.”

Due to Alex’s long relationship with Lake View, he has 
been a witness to a lot of change. He recalls that for a 
period of time, the boards maintained the organization 
keeping status quo but weren’t always strategically 
thinking. “The leadership on the staff and the boards 
today are of a high caliber,” Alex says. “We are much 
more proactive now. My experience on the board is 
always educational and stimulating. It is never dull!”

Alex’s involvement at Lake View goes well beyond 
his board leadership. Much of his family, including his 
beloved son Ryburn, are buried at Lake View. A bench 
in his son’s memory sits by Wade Pond inviting visitors 
to sit and refl ect.

L E G A C I E S14



To enjoy this view in 
person, go to section 3.

SE
CTION

3



The date was July 2, 1881. Just four months after being sworn in as president, 
James A. Garfield was shot twice by Charles Guiteau as he prepared to board a 
train at the Baltimore and Potomac Railroad Station in Washington, D.C. 

However, he did not immediately 
succumb to his injuries. He died 80 
days later on September 19, 1881 
of an infection due to unsterile 
fi ngers and instruments used by 
the physicians to fi nd the bullet. 
President Garfi eld was in offi ce for 
just 200 days.

While his time in offi ce was short, 
President Garfi eld had long served 
his country; fi rst as a brigadier 
general during the Civil War, 
elected to Congress in 1862 and 
the U.S. Senate in 1880, and fi nally 
as President in 1881. Not long after 
his death, The Garfi eld National 

of Lake Erie for many miles. The 
monument will be like a city set 
upon a hill, in sight from land 
and lake.”

The Design

The architect that was awarded 
the design of the monument was 
George Keller from Hartford, 
Connecticut. Keller submitted 
a simple sketch of a tall, round 
tower surrounded by a deck. 
Keller explained that the grandly 
preeminent tower form refl ected 
the high regard people had for 
Garfi eld. Keller accepted a $1,000 
prize as part of his fee and traveled 
to Europe to fi nd inspiration in 
the Byzantine and Romanesque 
architecture found in Italy and 
France, which would ultimately be 
refl ected in the fi nal design and 
construction of the monument.

The Construction

Four years after Garfi eld’s death, 
construction began, and the 
arguments and debates over 
materials, design, and the foundation

A Memorial 
Fit for a President

Monument Association was 
formed. The committee included 
some of the most well-known 
names in Cleveland: Cleveland 
Mayor RR Herrick, Jeptha H. 
Wade, Henry P. Payne, Joseph 
Perkins, and James H. Rhodes. 
The committee took on the 
task of raising funds to 
memorialize President Garfi eld 
at Lake View Cemetery, and 
rallied the public behind their 
efforts. With a total of $125,000 
received, an international 
competition for the design of the 
monument commenced.

The Site

The location for the monument 
was to be Lake View Cemetery, 
but the specifi c location within 
the Cemetery was chosen for the 
very reason that today so many 
visitors enjoy the view from the 
top of the monument. President 
Rutherford B. Hayes remarked on 
the site in his personal diary:

“From this point there is a noble 
view of the city and suburbs and 

“� e monument 
will be like a city 
set upon a hill, in 
sight from land 

and lake.”

L E G A C I E S16



began. The adequacy of the 
foundation design was questioned 
by the local Civil Engineers club. 
Arguments ensued between the 
engineers, Keller, and the construction 
teams about the clay and shale 
foundation and the impact of freezing 
and thawing. The debate continued 
over the use of Berea sandstone 
instead of granite with the thought 
that sandstone had little resistance 
to frost. Even the height of the tower 
was a point of contention, with some 
believing that the tower might crack 
and fall.

In 1888, the sculpture commission 
was granted to Alexander Doyle. The 
statue and plinth were cut from one 
piece of Carrara Marble from Italy, 
and it was installed in 1889. As the 
artistry of the monument itself came 
together, terracotta relief panels 
designed by Casper Buberl depicting 
Garfi eld’s life were installed. On May 
20th, 1890, President Garfi eld’s body 
was transferred to the crypt, and the 
Memorial was dedicated on Memorial 
Day, May 30th, 1890.

The Monument Today

Since its dedication in 1890, the 
monument has undergone repairs, 
alterations, and updates. Research 
shows maintenance has been 
performed as early as 1900 and in 
every decade to follow. In 1984, Robert 
C. Gaede Architects were retained to 
conduct a restoration and stabilization 
of the structure, and the newly formed 
Lake View Cemetery Foundation 
raised 1.6 million dollars to make the 
improvements. Managing moisture 
in and outside of the monument has 
always been a challenge. The work in 
1984-1985 included masonry and joint 

work, the horizontal decks, drainage, 
a sanitary line, cleaning portions 
of the main rotunda, heating and 
ventilation, and electrical.

In 2013 an additional assessment 
was performed by the architecture 
firm Westlake Reed Leskosky. It 
identified concerns that needed to 
be addressed immediately including 
conditions that were affecting the 
structure of the monument:

· Entire structure stained by pollution 
and acid rain.

· Tower Roof stone mortar joints are 
missing mortar. Gargoyles projection 
out no longer function.

· All faces of the structure have cracks 
in mortar joints

· Windows throughout the structure 
are missing glass

· Terracotta panels show cracks and 
surface loss

C O N T I N U E D  O N  P A G E  1 9
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One of � ve terra cotta friezes by Casper Buberl
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By supporting the Lake View Cemetery Foundation a 501(c)3, our grounds and 
structures with historic value will be secured for future generations. Your investment 
will also serve neighboring communities by sparking further vitality for our region. 

Donate online at Lakeviewcemetery.com/donate.

In 2016, lower level structural 
improvements were made to replace 
rotting beams that had lost 50% of 
their load bearing capacity.

The Future

Recent visitors to Lake View have 
seen that scaffolding is surrounding 
the Garfi eld Monument as the 
next phase of the restoration 
begins. In addition to cleaning the 
entire exterior of the structure, 
tuck pointing will take place, and 
the stained-glass windows will 
be upgraded and restored while 
maintaining historical integrity.

Over the entrance door, on the 
inside, are seated allegorical 
fi gures of “WAR” and “PEACE.” 
Underneath is the inscription: 
Erected by a grateful country in 
Memory of James Abram Garfi eld, 
20th President of the United 
States of America, Scholar, Soldier, 
Statesman, Patriot. Born November 
19, 1831; died September 19, 
1881.” The leadership of Lake 
View Cemetery is committed to its 
stewardship role. The undertaking 
of this historic restoration is no small 
feat. Donley’s, Coon Restoration, 
and American Scaffolding along with 
a dedicated team at Lake View are 
working to ensure the Memorial is 
restored to its full glory. Rest assured 
that it will, as it always has been, a 
Memorial fi t for a President.

Management climbs sca� olding to insepct work in progress

Cleaned gargoyle structurally in tact



patron
The love Chris has for Lake View is 
not just a civic one. Chris’s father, 
James Ronayne, is buried near 
Wade Pond. “My love of cities 
defi nitely comes from my dad. As a 
young boy, we would ride the bus in 
Chicago with no destination,” Chris Cleveland recently lost one 

if its most cherished and 
philanthropic women: Elaine 
“Lainie” Grasselli Hadden. 
Lainie was a visionary and one 
of Northeast Ohio’s great civic 
leaders and philanthropists. 
She was instrumental in saving 
Playhouse Square from the 
fate of being demolished in 
the 1970s, and served on 
the boards and contributed 
to dozens of Northeast Ohio 
nonprofi ts over the years.

Lainie was a leader in her early 
support of the restoration 
of the Garfi eld Memorial in 
2016, and has always been a 
stalwart supporter of Lake View 
Cemetery. Her years of service 
and philanthropy to Cleveland 
will be dearly missed. 

D O N O R  S P O T L I G H T

P A T R O N  P R O F I L E S

In Memoriam: 
Elaine “Lainie” 
Grasselli Hadden

remembers. “Now I know that my 
dad just wanted me to see all views 
of the city.”

Although James passed away in 
1995, his remains were not buried 
until 2014. Chris recalls that the 
family waited, unsure of where 
the right fi nal resting place for his 
dad would be, and ultimately the 
entire Ronayne family. “My dad had 
such a love for so many places, we 
weren’t sure what to do. My mom 
made the decision to put together 
the family plot at Lake View. It felt 
like it was meant to be.” The site 
that they chose was intentional. 
They are a family who loves the 
water, living near the Great Lakes 
their entire lives. Being near the 
water into perpetuity felt right.

“I have had the opportunity to 
meet some of the people we will 
be buried near when the time 
comes,” Chris says with a smile. 
“Lake View is truly a story about 
Cleveland, and here you get to live 
on forever as neighbors.”

Chris Ronayne

As President of University Circle, Inc., Chris Ronayne 

regularly brings tours through Lake View Cemetery. 

“If you don’t see Lake View, you miss a big part of 

Cleveland,” Chris remarks.

Chris Ronayne
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Did you know?
We are refreshing our iconic Daffodil Hill with 100,000 new bulbs 

this fall. Might you be interested in helping fund this project? 
Call Leah Whidden to discuss at 216-453-0958.



then
The fi rst burial service at Wade Chapel was conducted for Adelbert Hay, son of Lincoln’s 

advisor and U.S. Secretay of State John Hay and his wife Clara Louise in June of 1901. 

Above: Wade Chapel postcard, 1900.
Left: Landscape views Section 21 & 22 early 
1917. Alta House in the background. 
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...and now
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Wade Memorial Chapel is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

Wade Chapel, 2019



12316 Euclid Ave. 
Cleveland, OH 44106

SE
CTION

13

Monumental
Markers

Find the Corner angel in 
Section 13 tucked away 
in a hidden covert. 




